


S e

A comoon sight in the fields ye-c the teams of cxen and cows -
horses are o rarity now, Wamen have replaced the men who went to war.

Our first stop in Germmany was at Idar-Oberstein, Our CP was located
in the showplace of the German Army. The Cosenm was bullt on top of a pla-
teen - the highest spot in town., The bulldings were very well built. The

foundations were of colored stope, the upper wall a derk green stucco, and
the roofs red tile,

This Caserne was used for publicity purposes throughout Germeny to
induce German youth to enlist in the Wehrmacht before conscription was put
inta effect,

We could overlook the city < (eracelr Trom are office windus ns
it was bullt in the valley betsven vapy high aflis ard exiondad “or seworal
eiles on either side of a smell stream, It wos a srotiy Little town and
clean except for the rubble caused by bombiugs,

The CP remained in Tdar-Chersteln for one wael, then drs s decsper
into Germeny after crossing the Rhine River, gzoiny thraagh mate ypical
eountryside and climbing higher into the hills Our row OF wng logruod pt
Fronkfurt am Fein, #

Passing through loins while en route te Foankfwt, 1 zaw oot one
building standing intact. The city was complovely and utterly destrojsd,
apparently sometime ago by the RAF. 1t was . just ono huge mass of rubble.
In spite of that fact, the people were well ‘dressed and seemingly in good
health. At least, they looked healthy enough, Throughout Cermany, for the
mogt part, the older people just stand and stare wheroas the smaller chil..
dren feebly wave. Some of the youngstera nsk for cigarettes and chocolate
as we pass by, but nmever reccive any.

It was ot Haing where we crossed the Rhine River over a ponton
bridge. It was the longest tacticel ponton bridge ever constructed - 1896
feet long, The site chosen for the bridge had evidently been a ferry site
for on both sides of the river were decorative gatewaya mnd steps leseding
down to the water. The main bridpe further dowrotream and the railroad
bridge upstream had, of course, boon destrojyed.

It was a beautiful, sunny day for ouwr move. We drove through the
destroyed city of Frankfurt to our mew location on the north side of the
city, F. W. Woolworth had = large store in this city. This time wo were
locsted In a German Covalry School. There was a large equestrienns statue
on the getepost and 8 mojority of the bulldings were stables. The bulldings
were grey stucce and in bad repair, As » matter of fact, they lacked every-
thing - even water, Our engineers guickly remedicd that, however, and the
next day we hod running water. We found a training schedule dated Mareh,
1945, posted on a bullctin board on the first floor of the building we used
a3 billets for the enlisted men.

Leaving Fraonkfurt on 11 April, we travelled on the Autobaha (super
highway) to Hersfeld, The day was chilly, but the sun was very bright and
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warm. Dording the entire trip, thirs wrs o steady streom of 0L7e ahiitlling
brclke and forth carrying supplics 4> the FPrimt and ovatpating wonnded and Liber-
ated FWe to the rear. Thene transperiz wavo certainly o preat ‘aid in this
war and did a number of variod jobs othes than what they ware intended far.

Driving along tho Aantobahn jJust out of Frankfor-d: via a olovarlecfl
turn, wo were smazed to find thet it wis in fairly pond shaps,. Wo drove on
this super highway for approximately 75 milar, If 1z ¢ double-lane hignrmy
divided by & narrow strip of grass. It iz not so well groomod as our Morritt
Parkway at home, buot quite s plegsant change from tho srdinary type of road.
BExtonsive use is made of bridges and overpasces oo that wo did not have to
cross othar reads. Several bridgus had besn blowm and in cne instance wo had
to pass ovor a bridge whdeh had partially dropoed dewn into the river bed yet
was strong enough to pllow us 4o drive evar 14, Thery wora very Tow gascline
atations axcopt at read junctinza. The Hilgawy cnefrolss the station. giving
them pumpa ot all the lnburoesidsas. il-akh of thea lad bewen burned or dasqoed
by bombs. L

The Coloanal, Cortain. At ¥ tool a @ bds pradin amdee o vieit a
military cemotary whera one of the offizert'c? thie leffsta~ters hod brea
baried. He had been killed ar g trin, liasving bhesi: giblabed Biihe' Kocute,

At that esmetory, T mavtdead pen with noiheads, rras. oofiars, 16
was a sight that made you hats every Sarman whe was s81¢ 0 iy or bruathe.
Fortunately, I do asi-lkaow how elso to oxpress it, fhews wore 0o panyv dead

baing brought in.

Filnally, we arrived at’nut CP in HereT2ld., TL waz cne of the batter=
class Casernos of Gormany. Parched on top of Lhe gale, was a largse stecl Jer-
man eagls which Goneral P immediately hod teken down. The buildings wore of
Eﬂu:t-unm and in excellent shmpo. Once armin, we were sltusted high on a

For the first tise in o1l our moves seoross France, Luxembourg, and
Germany, we had Pfs to unload and carry our eguipsont for us, It was a great
help ns "moving day" is E|uit.tr g strenuous one.

The Autobahn wns Just ashort distance mway and the traffic was never
ending. Almost avery ndght, the convoys would ba strafed ‘and on one might a
lone German plane bombed the highway at a spot not very far away from us.

‘Nestled in the walley by a small etream, nn Evacuation Hospital was
set up in tents and up on tho hi)X, fust seuth of us, wns the Liaison Squadron,
The Sguadron has Piper Cubs whdch are used in conjunctdon with our Linison
Sectlon. Our Linison Offlcers uso them to fly to their headguarters and bock
to Army in order to expedite the dissemdnotion of information. On saveral oc-
caslona, our only communleation with an cutfit was by plana, The "Crasshoppars!
could be scen landing and takdng off cll dey long. We were also on. the mnin
route of the CLT¥s and from the first roy of dewn to tho lost stresk of sunset,
,}mu :nluligﬂ hear and sea them plying back and forth between the rear and the

Oy 8a

~ It was at Hersfeld that woe saw our first mowies in Gormany. Thoy
are a wonderful add in helping us to relax and we all missed them.



(

I

j. boosts and no

Wo wore told that we wuis to move to Welmar, Wolrer s zurt phapt
five miles from the notoricus Builermic Lincentration, or mare aptiy ralled,
exterminotion camp. Ewvearyone wos makding Lhe trip and eoming back witn 2one
horrible stories. The Colonel core in -nd askod mo if 1 would ke to sen +he
cimp and of course I said I would, 4 day off would benefit me a grest Anal,
S0 on thoe morrow, we were to drive to Buchermsnld.

The perrative I nm obout to write will not be & very plesssnt ve-
hiele to read, In foet, I shall do a very poor Job of expreasing in words
thot which I saw with my own eyes. It will be vory diffieult for you to
visualize or conceive of the thinss aboct which T shall write, Ly words op
oven the words of the most competent authov cnuld it =omplotely partray the
seenos wideh I witpessad. Anyshing 7™y swate on the enming pages will be
most Inadequnte, The pictores tharn Joa wiil s and the storiss thot you will
hoar are no exaggeratisns of he actidl copdioions ihat nxisted. ]

It ,woe o boautiful doy and we drove clorg o avper !Mghway most of the
tine, This is certainly a beautiful country and for the 147n .. me I sannat
understand the sttitude of these people, Hitler sure did cateh thom during a
weak spell to be able to abrogate whetever good principles (if they ever had
any) for which they strove boeforc he become the powor,

As I mentioned above, tho day was lovely nnd the rosd a good ona.,..
such a contrgst to the horrible pictures wo were to see., The scenie beauty of
thls country on either side of the il ghway wns magnificent. Godts handiwork
very deftly accomplishod, The gross was green and the foliated shrubbery and
trees proudly boasted of their splender as they wearisomely swayed in the gentle
breezes, Despite these implications, however, everything secemed so much alive
and very happy about it, Oeeasionnlly - especially while driving through a
tovn or eity - you were aware thot some holocaust had bsen or was taking place,
Cut in the country, the only signs of war were the many wamen who were deing
the work which would have otherwise been done by the men - absentees, who would
(I boldly imagine) much rather be tilling the soil,

We consumed cur K Ration in just such a spots The birds were chirp-
ing happily in the trees and the only other sounds we heard were the hoarse,
gutteral voices of the wimen giving directions to the animals (horses are re-
Flaced by ecws and oxen). Tle spent about thirty minutes in that tranquill
setting and then preceded to our destinstion., As I lock back on our journey
to this place, it was a shome to continue.

Yes, our journey's end brought us to the Buchemrald Concentration
Camp, Ue over here had read and heard tales of the events which tock place at
such a camp, but in order to hove an unrestricted concepticn of the atrocities
which tock place you renlly must visit one of these "eenters” in order to pos-
sess the full realization of how these people thousht nnd worked, They are

thing more, —

la mpproached this concentration camp driving along this beautiful
road and sow what was once o large modern factory, In fact, there were many
such bulldings - munitions factories. On owr right, was the camp with a high
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barbod wire fence arcund it and many pusrd poste located at evenly-spoced in-
tervals. :

. With problem of parking our vehiele sottlod, the three of us reoceived
passes and antered the eamp proper through hupe heavy gates. Once inside, you
immediately felt like turming sround and leaving, The Colonel asked one of the
priscners - libersted by owr troops - to be ouwr gulde, We hesitoted & moment
to take a panoramie view of the camp, There were many buildings used as bar-
racks or blocks ns the Gormans czlled them and many prisoners were strolling
aimlessly about the grounds.,...freed, but still bound by a year or two or
three and perhaps longer of econditioning to the German yoke,

Our guide thought it bost to proceed to the right and walk down to
the rear, across the roar and back up ou the ieft to the gate, Before wo boe

~gan the "tour," wo were told of everything that heppened in the different

buildings,

The. first building was a small one and located within a very high
fence which made it quite intriguing and we all wondered what occcurred within
such an enclosurc, We scon learned, Inside the fence, we walked to the build-
ing, which waa conatructed something similar to a cottage. We descended a
flight of stairs end found curselves in a spotlessly white room with absolutely
nothing in it but five hooks in the wall near the celling, a very heavy mallet,
and an elevator, The hooks werc used to hang the prisonera - two on a hook -
and the mallet used to complete the job if the henging proved ineffective. The
clovator was then put into motion to carry the bodies upstairs to the crema-
torium,

There were twelve ovens in this crematorium; each large encugh to
atcommodate a very tall person or a very stout person, They were hupe things
encased in brick and meticulously in order., However, when we overran the CAmp,
these fisnds did not have encugh time to remeve three charred bodies, each one
in a sepprate oven, They were mute evidence of what heppened to the helpless
dead, I began to get a funny feeling inside of mo, Just then the Major mo-
tioned to me to <ock out of the window, I did - and I could not believe my
eyes,

Just outside the window, stacked like so many crates, were the naked H

bodics of about fifty dead men. %What & sightl Heorrer and fright written on
every face. These men died the previous night from "natural® causes, Yes,
from natural causes such as starvation, maltreatment, ete, The prisoners were
made to carry these bodies from the blocks and place them outside the cromn-
torium all ready for the final stage of this dinbolical pattern,

The guide informed us that their meals consisted of 10 grams of oleo
at about 0800, Their next "meal" was served at 2000 and it was just a very
small slice of dark bread. In about an hour or at 2100 howrs, they wore given
one-seventh of a tin of corned beef, Scmetimes they would receive just the
oleo and nothing else, Oh, yes, they were given a cup of water during the day,
also, but never with their mesals,

Even though we moved away from that horrible building, the sceres I
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had just witnessed remained in my mind and will for a long time to come. We
walked down one of the stroets lined with barracks or blocks as thoy are called
and among the inmates. Some wero dreesed in ey uniforms with vertical green
stripes. These were the "honared® ones and were pormitted to work in the arma-
ment factordes (now just n mass of rukble) scrsss the road, Othors were clad
in what was once o white uniform with vertical blue stripes, These people
never left the camp, but did the mendial chores about the place,

By the way, their elothing - for all seasons - consisted of one pair
of trousers and one shirt,..,.ns shoes, stockings, underclothing, or winter
clothing such as cn overcaat, slyves. ate. They could never lounder thuse
erticles ps they were il thay sorafv s

The blocks wa=r vorsirvcpac of wed Bt 44 bhad repoir, Ldving cons
ditions were misercble. Iilihy. Yeoua carnot conseirs 3 No mocter ko= yivid your
imngination, of the existence these humans endured, The bedding was the same
issued to them the first day they entored the earp, OGince most of the prison-
era had been thers for at least twa yoars, and some longer, you can guess the
status of the bedding,  However, cur troope hed piven seme of them clean bed-
ding the doy before our visit. The guide told us thot these buildings were
considered fine barracks compared with Block #61, I thought thoy were awful
and really did not care to go any further, We bogan to get whiffs of a stench
which is beyond description,

It scened miles to Block #61. It was sot off by iteelf in nnother
section with a barbed wire fonce all arcund it. Tho stench wns terrifie, I
¢annot over remember seeing such a filthy places The prisoncrs were
cbout = that is, those who were strong enough o wolk,,...sskelotons, with
flesh tightly pulled over their bones, They were horrible sights, but throogh
no fault of their own. Most of them wore simple-minded individunls now ==
their mouths open wide and their oyes fixed in a stare,

Inside Block #61, therc were hundreds in bed. To coll shelves beds
is a2 misnomor, Yes, thora were shelves all clong both walla up to the ceiling,
I think there were four or five shelves stretehed out the entire length of the
building, These men wore placed on these shelves like bottles of wine = about
#ix men to an aree six fect wide. T do not know how they got inor out as I
did not observe that feat performed, I assure you, however, thnt the majority
of thom were too weak to move snd remained in their beds {shelves) all of the
time,

The stench waos petting worse nll the time. I thought I would be
overcome by it. Any minute now and I would be a sick man, Subtly, I tried
to hurry the two officers in the party without exposing my eondition, but I am
afraid I was not succesaful,

Human fecies was all over the place = in their beds (shelves), on
the floor, and in the area outside the building, These poor pecple were not
to blames there were no focilities ovailable, oW any human being could sur-
vive in such & filthy emviromment is difficult to understand, Some of these
men will live because of the core glvpn them by our medicos; not because of

.._-""—-‘\‘1_’



n-"i"—

the treptment they received in the hends of the Germans. Othera pre too far
gone end will pass on to their Meker, I finolly got cutside into the fresh alr
if you con eall it thot with this naeseating stonch permecting it, I wes not
sick, but I shnll never be able bto oxplein why I was not.

The next bullding we care to was & stucco ono. We did not go inside
this one, but locked through the windows, Whnt we sow will explain why we did
rot g2 in, This wos £illed with more dead bodies ond these were 2ll covered
with lye. I do mot know how meny thore wera, but I am suro there were ot leost
twice a8 many in this "pile" as there wero in the other. o did not linger
very long there and were walking opce mors townrd the gate, Our pulde informed
us that these men hed also died the provious night,

So far, we had covered the right side und tho ronr of the comp with
thae left side remaining to be sean, I thought, "“Will we mover get out of this
place,.” :

Walking bock toward the gote, we panssed a group of stucco buildings,
These, too, were onclosed in a barbed wire fence. e oskod the pulde what it
all peant nnd he told us thet these blocks housed the strongest of the prison-
era and thet thoy were used =8 human pulnea plps.  also, thot these men were
doomed to die for the glory of the German roce. Yes, from those men was to be
extracted serums to combat the dendly porms of typhus, ete, These strong
prisoners were piven injections of infectious disesses so thnt they would con-
tract that disesse am! loter give up the precious scrum nocessery to fight
these fatal ailments. We civilized people use animals for this purpose, but
not the Goermons, They use humans,

Nenr the gate, we entered another building = the office of the emp
compander, 'Ye entered through a sort of lsborstory, I puess, although I eould
not see any use for such an elaborste set-up. Anyway, there were jors of all
sizes which contaiped every orpgan of the human body preserved in pleohol. The
first one I saw contained the head of a human being, , It hed beon shrimk o
little and was slightly discclared. I wolked to the opposite side to see the
loft of the face, but it was l'lﬂ‘l'. there. They had cut the head in two ond you
saw the structural moke-up © ° che crondum, As far as I was concerned, there
was absolutely no renson to experimedh.

The wife of the camp commander was very fond of lamp shodes so her
husband mnde her an extra specinl one., We did not see 1t za we did not hove
the time, but it wns there to be seen, It wns mnde from the flesh of ont of
the prisonere. Can you imzgine poing to that extent to sntiafy a desire?
These pecple aro not humen = they are fiends.

Thot is the end of the story = o trug story. I Mnow thot T did not
adequately egpress in words what I had scen, but it is sufficlent to give you
an idea of whot wo witmossed, I I did not see it myself, I =zm suro that I
e::uln.'l not believe it, but it is true., How any of Godls crectures eon become
8o disbolieally inhuman is beyond my comprehonsisn,
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By the way, one of our lower headgquarters rnrehed 5,000 German /



civiliana through the doy before we visited the camp. I believe they should
march every German through onc of these concentratlon camps to ghow them just
what their lenders were doing, I am positive thot they wore and are oblivious
to such things, Ferhaps it would moke no difference, but it 18 warth the trial
at least,

Instoad of moving to Welmar, we turned south, but as yet not anough
time has elapsed for me to write about it so I shall have to end hera,

Now VE Doy is here and nll of us are turning ouwr thoughts to home
in the United States, Most of us, however, will not return for some montha to
gome. 1 eannot pget home fast cenough, but I = nfraid I shall be over here for
almost another year; at least.

Flease forgive me for writing n "mimecgraphed letter," but I owe ao
many people letters I could never cateh up if I did not resort to this. Fow
that this thing is over, I shall be able to devote more time to correspondence
and should not pat in orrveors cgodn,

Thankz for benring with me,

There sure have been many changes made at Bryant. Golly, I will not
know the College when I return to the States, however, I am afraid that that
will not be S0 soon.

I have not heard from many of the old "gang" recently; perhapa it is
because I have not written many letters. MNow that we have subdued the master
reca ] axpect to have more time and will surely he able to answer every letter
1 recalve,

I have met & numbar of men {rom home, but 8o far not one from Bryant.
It seems so strange, too, as Bryant has so many men in the Serviee. It really
is, prent to see someone {rom home,

Well, Miss Blaney, au revoir and I trust I shall soon be seeing all
my good friends in Providence., Flease say hello to everyone for me,
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