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Dear Douglas:

It seems-to me that thec<e mondays roll around cuite fast ang
that 1s a sign thct I keoep busyl Your numbar 74 letter for scme rescon arrived
swo~gftor your 75 and I rather expect to fiind another one waiting for us tonight
for I kaow if ycu p03f1b1y can you will huve written on Christmss doy, By aow ya
will have recaived my letter telling you hov much we eppreciated c¢l1 the things
you =ent ue - Marilyn's extra gift of ‘ueet towals have also arri—ed asnd you are
first on her list of "thank-you letters

The Christmas tree is still up = 1 suggested to Dad that we
tske it down Suunday (yeeterday) but he seemed to want it up s little longer :«:md
es it is not drop ding and is &n unusuully pretty shaped one, thore it is for a
fow days more. wne did not have a8 many friends ac usual in Christmu=s veek becuue
ct D l's cold und both Marilyn and I had a slight one, but tihe Srowns, Dicks
and pF.’and Fre., Hurd, and hrs, Roger Hard, Jr, spent last Wednssday OVGHinb with
us. Roger, Jr, 1s back in Boston for saother short period,

New Year's eye we s pent with the Henrikeone, latoaelfs and
estcotts., It was a late party for we sung asround the planc until almeést three
after pluylng hearts and partaking of a generous buffet luncheon, When & hostess
sarves one of thore the family has to go without ration point food for quite a
pariod so that the stamps may be urad Zor the cold cuts, chessa, butter, edc. so
it 1s always apprecisted by the guests] Euch one received s souvernir ot thy
suppe’r tehle «nd Dud's was & rdce cigar which he saved teo eunjoy while re:ding the
undey paper. Imigine his surpriee when it turned out te be & trick one, explodig
when about half way smoked] I had never seen one before, it wac rolled around two
wires which were apsarently held together by string and when ths fire roachad! thet
it burnt it in tef' thue relessing ths wires which simply -nspped apcrt thus tesarip
the cigrr openl Caturday :right the Hurds hed the Donles, Godolc ailds, I'i shers,
Jonss, Browns and leaches , also Dicks, over, Cliff put on about the cume °hcw
thet he did@ for you with & few more nsw tricks, He really is zocd. nother wsl

O

f1lled buffet <able appearsed our hungser but this time we went home slcut twelve.
The weathsr hr» been cleaxr &nd cold 2@ H:rilyn went skating &t the Pirir Taturdg
vfternoon, By the way, do you remember my loanlng my ski pants to any of your
zirl friends? They have been mie-ing for twoc years and I have & voZue racollectb
of eome yourng »irl borrowing them but who it is L can't think, so I am acsking
sveryone I can tnink of to heln ccl tha problem,

«~ent to church yeosterday moraing; the first time fcr quite
2 littls time = °ill so often gets home on a weekend, but this timg he gouldn't.
Mme choir loft seoms to keep pretty well filled and there are alwuays & great many
rervice men in attendance., I am sorry to enclose the clipping t- llinfr of’ tle
ilo:th of Dean Phinney but I know you rust hear of these tragsdies from time to
:ime arnd we Juat pray that they will not be too close, You must heve heen thrild
;0 participite in the airmen's rescue.

. Ve are always interested in heuring cbout your living condl-
;ions, meals, etc., Wish I might be there to help you sew on buttons] Your food
sounds good «nd I know that you are getting planty of fresh air] Did I thiak to
iantion in & previous letter that Cherlotte Hewitson celled me wrhon home on leava
‘he 1s Adjutentd= Assistant at & very large mjaveﬂtern airfield, only several otk
‘acs being staticned there, Thinks nothing of triveling all arcund on & lirge

omber and is going to be a very much VrOQdened young ledy =t the end of the

‘ar (spsaking mentully &id not ph sicelly.) Gled that you =till correspend with
letty S haw feor it keeps you in touch with ]uvt cue more former nh=cg of your
Afe andwe found her ro interesting and vivaclous the Qay wo spsat vith them in
loston, You huve & fine cirecle of friends, both boys &nd girle sad I an rlad to
:ave you ke:p up your correspondence with so many of them.
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Bunny and Phyllis called for & fow minutes last nfgﬂf.to
soe Deryl (just long to spoil the "Gre-t Gildersleeve and Jack Bennyl) They
think Duryl is & Carling, as she 1s, Bob has only a fow more weeks before he will
be ready for sctive carvice, (we are =3ill plessed thet you are in the service

vou arel)

-

mich to you but you mey remember him,.

Dick Cole diad t:is weelk, probably his name doean't mean too

Pad has hed fertiliver spread all over the yurd &nd you can
juet iragine Llorilyn's noea, it ju-t about touches her foreheed! Put it should
make & difference in the lawn next yezr, ro I zuase she will just have to get
a-ed to it., &he hse had a pleasant two weeks, for Janet has heen home from Bred-
ford Junior ccllere «nd hse besn over re:l often, as had Botte Lockwcecod, Jeunas,
Lucille Helph X worilyn dzton,

I intend to cel]l on your frisnd Kaoul Hubby @ ofessicnally
this nocn, Nr. five by five and no foolin,

The waor news continues good cad you probuebly kacw mich more

-

cbout that than we 2o, but eurely 1944 will ree the end of Cermeny's p.rit and
then full/ concentraticn on the Japs will shorten that conflict.

/
' Duty c¢&lls and I rust away - kosp up your gocd spirits and

keap the letiers coming, vrou «re a gocd corrsspondent s:nd we huve 10 camplaintal

| Luvingly




