UNITED STATES ARMY AIR FORCES

MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA May 30, 1943
-! '!nglr Misa Blaney,

I was very glad to hear that Ben Scuda 1s safe and well,
and I know everyone at Bryant feels happy because Ben 1s a
grand fellow. My mother aent me the c¢lipplng from the Evening
Bulletin, and I read it over and over agaln because thers could
be no finer mews. If you have Ban's address, Miss Blaney, pleass
send 1t to me.

There must have been mmch enthusissm "Stunt Wight," because
the letters I recelved from my classmates told me that they were
looking forward to "Stunt Wight." I have seen the clippings from
the Journal, and I know who wes responsible for the success of
the program judging from previous years. Dr. EKranshawski Eousso-
vetaky must be the loat member of the Polish Legion. (I hope

- Gaorge doesn't hear about this).
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ALl Although wa are soldlers in uniform, we too, like the soldlems

‘wnion the home front, like to take time out and dream of those who

are mlles away from us phyuintll;. I say take tims out becsuse
a soldier has to be "on the beam" at all times during the periocds
of instruction, and during his free time he must organize his
material and kesp his belongings in the best of condition. As
I think of Bryant, the first thought that enters my mind is, "How
1s the Ledger coming along?" May I have the second copy? I know
that you, Mlass Blaney, always get the first, and I am sorry that
I oannot be the one to hand you that firat copy.

ur trip to Mlaml was made by coach, and acoording to one of
the conductors on the train, "This 1s the next best thing to a
caboose to ride in." We took this coach from Devens on Aprll 5,
at 4:45 p.m., and we arrived in Miaml at ?® p.m., April 7, about
= fifty-four hours without leaving the traln once. We went through
Melaven states down the Atlantic Seaboard. We went down the Hudson,
i iding at the bottom of the Pallsades. When golng through West
oint the conductor told us that there 1s only a few inches
elearence above the traln while psssing under the tunmel. On the
ground above the tunnel there are Ordnance bulldings, and the
Government will not let the rellroad cut away a larger opening
bacause it might undermine the foundetion. In passing through
Baltimora wa noticed a differance in the weaather. The tress ware
gresner and the follsge was out. In Washington we saw the Lineoln
Memorial, the Carltol, and in the distance the Congressionsal
ILibrary. The uhurrgutrnnn were starting to bloom, We saw the
new War Depertment 11ding=-they ana 1 1t the Fantagon, It is
#n snormous bullding. They were stlll wearlng topcoats ln Wash-
ington. Richmond is & beautiful city, but it also has itas share
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of slums. We saw Quantico where the Marine Hesdguarters is loos-
ted. Here the soll is very sandy. The Marine sum and the
history of the Marine Alr Corps i1s also in Quantico, Virginia,

In Ashlend, Virginia, the train went down Main Street and through
the shopplng district. We saw the pesopls dolng thelr shopplng, °
and we could mske out articles in the windows and the price ta

In Ralelgh, North Cerolina, we saw large tobacco warshouses on |
red soll, Soms of these warehouses were about a mile long. E“

We were very warm, becauss we had our Olive Drab uniforms
on and our fatigues on top of ocur 0D's. That night we went to bed
aitting, looking at the tobacco flelds, and when we awoks the
following day, we gazed upon the dismal swamplands of Geaorgla.
EE Eirnnn:h we notlced the signs on the walting rooms, "White,"
olored.

In a large section of swampland wes a lofig with seven turtles
perfectly aligned, my first glimpse of army 1ife. (A squad column
A soldler asked a Southernser who was masaing by the traln in
Jacksonville, Florida, if he would sell him s clgarette. The
Southarnsr took out am unbroken pack and ssid,"Here friend,” and
refused to accept any money--that was Southern Hosplitality soonep
than expeacted, and the bo s sald that they thought they would like
the South. We were now nearing our deatination, and it wes time
to wash that, "proteetive f1lm," of dirt and soot from our faces
and hands. ®ach fellow shavad and tonk off his fatigues,

We wore now sntering a land that made you stop and think, I
began to wonder. It looked avery blt 1lke » Hollywood setup. It
seemed to be a man-made world of shining lsaves waving in the sun.
Palm trees, lemon trees, orange trees,--all strangers to a norther:
or. Then I noticed the long train formlng an arc, belng pulled
by the engine moving 1ike the throbbing of a heart and following
the shore of the Atlantie. The train was always within one-half
mile offthe shore as we sped through New Smyrna, Palm Besch. and
Miami, We got into trucks snd rode over ths bridge to Misml Beach,

Here we found a beautiful well-planned ¢lty., Here was a clity
with beautiful, well-psved, and straight roads all in excellent
condition. I found myself rooming with four fellows from Boston
College, four fellows which I later found to be ths finest ro
-mates one could find in the Army, ' We worked as a team, and th
never was a8 happler group. We shared aeverything we got from he
not only among ourselves but with the rfellows from the other ro
who vislted us freguently in groups of five or six at one time.

There are 858 WAACS here at Niami Beach. We sometirmes get
bananas with our Sunday meals. You csn purchase banana aplits.
One of the favorlte breakfasts here is made up of tomato Julee,
bacon, French tosst with sirup, bread and butter, jam and a small
bun,
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Heres 1a the mermu we had the Sunday followlng Easter: Vagetable
goup, pork chops, mashed potatoes (rare) with gravy, applesauce,
' gold alaw, beata, bread and pork stuffing, beata, breed and buttasr
1) lemonada, grape-nut lce cream (smsll helping) You can return
or more 1f you wish for anything but dessert. We do not always
have butter, and wa appreciats it more when wa do get 1t.

Our day 1s divided into seven perleods. Some of these perlods
ara devoted to drill and othera are devoted to classas. Durlng
class wa 8it in a sguatting poaltion in Indian feashlon. Hers youn
ara given inatruction thaet will some day save a 1ife. Soma of the
matarial is not repasted because time is short, and shorthand haa
bean my most valuabla assst since I have been 1ln the Army. I have
avery lacturs that has besn glven, Each night I rscopy my notes
condensing the materiasl whera posslbla, and all thasa notes ara 5n
one amall notebook 2 x 4 inchea, It would bea impossibla to remem-
ber evarything and rewrlting the notes in shorthand snables me to
put volumss in one smel] notebook., This notebook 1a easlly carrld,
and when you are waltling in 1lne you can take your pocket memo and
revliew shorthand and thas lectures at the same tlme,

One night we walted ln line far our pay from 4:10 p.m, until
9:20 p.m. On snother occaslon we had walted in 1ine for 1% hours
and we saw this written on the wall, "When you reach this polnt you
have only two hours to walt. At first we thought the aign funny,
but we waited two hours., TYes, in the Army you hurry to walt, and
you walt to hurry.

While marching the various flights sing. This 1s mersly to
put on a show for the people here at Miaml Beach.--For thelr morak
Hera 1s the reason as I was informsd: One night a woman was sitting
on her lawn, and a bunch of fallowa who had been on K.P. came
marching down aloplily. Ten minutes later that woman got a notice
that her son had just been killed in Afriocm. (Quoting instructor)
How do you suppose she felt about everyons doing his bit] That is
why we all march in formetion and sing."

the Unitad States Alr Corps at the presont time, In March, 1942,

- I was informad at a lecture that there 1s no such thing as
it disd, It i3 now the United States Alr Forces. 5 ‘all- ﬁ .
# ooy Eﬁl d]%‘?*
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sive. It conslats of the former Alr Corps, Artill
Infantry, and svary other branch of the Army which makes &
self-suataining unit.

The Infantry ussd to stop a1l "shindigs" and take all the bases
and the Alr Corps would com~ marching in, singing the Army Alr
Corpa Song. Now the typlst, the mechanle, haa to get up and shoot.

Formerly, 21l you had te do was to go down the cellar and
have & cup of coffee while the Infantry fought. But today,



avaryons has to do the dirty work,

In batwaan classes we have breaks lasting ten minutes. During
that tima wa asit in tha shade and hear recordings over the loud-
spsaker. Thers is a school nearby with a beaptiful swimming pool,
tannis courts, and outdoor tables with sunshade awnings where outdoor
glassas arse held.

It is now getting a 1ittle warmer. The mornings are mug
1t rainas when tha gun is shining brightly. Showers are freque
and last five or ten minutes. The streots becoms flooded in ¢
tima from these cloudbursts. At first I thought thls flooded con-
dition was caused by m poor sewage system which is not the case
at all. The highest point on this beach is twenty-two fest. Our
hotel is four feet above sealavel. Miamli Beach is all artificlal.

In fact, this was all swampland not many years ago, and it has been
fillad in, and it 1is only a few foot above sealevel. Incidentally
ths highest point in the State of Florida ls 325 feet. Near Lake
Wales thers 1a a beautiful park where they have the Singing Tower
ons of the finest gems of modern architecture. At times during

the year, and principally during the tourlst season, they sing carols
Silvar Sprinca poura snough water to float a boat carrying aight to
ten peopls. The crystal-glesar water enablas you to see a dime

lylng on the bottom, eighty fest below the surface of the water
through the glass bo'tom of tha boat,

Leathor watohstraps are usslass in this nart of the country.
Perspliration will rot a lsather strap in two weeks. I bought two
watchatraps in four weeks. I now have a eanvas strap that matches
my suntan uniform. Your hair and nails grow notlceably faster here.

We had a ¢loudburst today. While merching down the street
some of the boys trisd to avold the water. A Lieutenant said to
one of the privates, "Don't be afrald, get in there and swim." By
the times we neared the hotel you could hear a squlshing from aach
footatep. The wator wos over our ankles, and soms fellow sald,
"Araastroke, March."

We had calisthenles in the rain one morning., We wonld wash
our hands in the puddles in front of us., We wara lusky 1f our
alothes did not float away. Everyone remains at attention, but
the uniforms remaln dripping at ease,.

In the morning you hear the rustle of palm trees, and 14 -
sounds like rain. Soon you become adjusted to 1it,

Heres 13 soms of the langusge you hear around the hall and in
the rooms, "Well look at Heddy Lamarr." "That's my girl, what

do you expnact?” " I know there's s man shortage mow." "Why you,
I got her bafore the man shortage.”

"Are those my own clothes on my bed, impossible," All those
who want a furloughg, fall out in the hall." "All thoss who feel
like doing K.P., plesse fall out.” "Train leaving for Boston
in a few mlnutas.
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There are approximately 3560 hotels at Miaml Beach, 347 are
~being used by the Government, Seven hotels ware bought for $13,000,
000 by the Government. Five million dollars 18 ths rent per year.

We do our own washing in the Army. That is, moat of us do.

" The Captain was telling us that the other day the whole flight

. had fallsn in with the exception of one soldler. Three mimutes later
he came running out of ths hotel, panting, his shirt unbuttoned
and half on, his shoes unlaced, his right band holding his pants
while with his laft hand he attempted to put on his hat and comb
at the seme time. The Sergeant asked him, "Say Joe, where do you
think you're going? Don't you know you're supposed to De out on
time or you will be AWOLE?" "Yea, sald Joe, but I've got & good
excuse.” "Well, let's hear ib, barked the Sergeant, and it had
better be good." "Well, last night I put my sooks next to my bunik,
and the fallow who slesps abtove me jumped right on my sock this
morning and bent it so badly it took all this time to put 1t onm."

My Greastest Impreasion--On Sunday morning I leave the hotel
at a ~uarter to nine and walk along thes beach on Ogenn Drive and
arrive & few minutes before the Mass begins. Here 1n Lumus Park,
emong the palm trees, is & mekeshift altar under a wooden roof from
which 1s suspended canvas sidsa that undulate in the Ocean breseze.
Knesling devoutly on thelr white hendkerchlefs, waves of commni-
cants pray. It is a neamceful scene...the green grass arocund you...
the wall of warm gray stones which borders around the green of the
Park...the rustle of palm treess in the Ocean breesza...the reatful
rays of the sun filtering through the leaves of ths palm traes,
tha larger trees seeming to pass thelr beauty on to the smaller
onas. As I listen to the soft inspiring notes of the organ, thare
comas to me thoughts that would take me at lesst thirty minutes to
tell, but they passed through my mind in as many seconds. Flrat I
thought of the high school students, their plays, thelir athletlo
contests, their dances and rallies, and thelr spirlt., I thought o
m* olasamates at Bryant and the peoole I had worked for and studld
under. I thought of home, my family, end my friands. Then from
gbove eams the heavy drone of an airplans that sesmed to encroach
upon ths paancefulness and reminded me of the ressons why I was here.
E%:E 2l]l was nulst agaln.

You could sas above the heads of the gathering the gray halr
and beanavolent face of Father Wierzalls who apoke with & allght
Pollsh accent, Aftar tha final prayers of the Mess, T walked over
to the stone wall that saparatsd the graeen grass from the golden
sanda of the beach, end with cuoped hend, I peerad ilnto the dlatance
observing everything on the horizon. Then with my roommates, I
walked by the hotels which have a variad beauty of their own.

Wa stopped for & nlessant glas= of orange julce and raturnad to ovur



hotel. Thls 13 a tyoical Sunday at Mlaml Beach.

I had my Wisdom Tooth pulled Monday, and with 1t went my last
trace of Wiadom.

Thank you for the Bryant paper, Miss Blaney, 1t feels good
know what is happening at Bryant.

I don'"t know how to end thils letter, so I'1]l do as one of the !
soldiers did one night when he weso restricted. He plcked up & broom |
awapt passed the C.Q., down the stalrs, out the door, past the
guard, and out to freedom!

Always,
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