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FOUNDATIONS
What is copyrightable?



WHAT IS
COPYRIGHT?

D E R I V A T I V E S

D I S T R I B U T E

D I S P L A Y

P E R F O R M

M O D I F Y

R E P R O D U C E



FOUR THEORIES

PERSONALITY
THEORY
Laws to encourage human flourishing

CULTURAL
THEORY
Laws to guide citizens towards "the

good life"

WELFARE THEORY
Laws to spur intellectual and creative

output (economic)

FAIRNESS THEORY
The "you reap what you sow" theory

(my words)



MECHANICS

B E F O R E  1 9 7 81 9 2 3

 

A F T E R  1 9 7 8

Life of author + 70P u b  +  9 5  o r

E x p i r e d

SIMPLIFIED



Fair Use

N A T U R E
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Theory

Incentive

Ambiguous

Mutable

copyright is X

Protection

Restriction

Economic

Property
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